Angling f

The rolling hills and valleys of the foothills of
the Great Divide harbour many secrets. Crest
arise and a whole new vista unfolds, round
aridge line and a secret valley is revealed,

delivering some awe-inspiring experiences.

Just a few kays from Tumut in Southern
NSW the valleys are lled with the colours
of autumn, ame trees turning red contrast-
ing with the poplars and their bright yellow
leaves about to fall for the winter delivering
a palette of colour that contrasts with that

of the eucalypts.

Turn down a gravel road and at rst the
brown paddocks look forbidding and then
suddenly you round a hill and there before
you is the magni cent Tumut River tumbling
over the rocks and rapids and splitting down
the Nimbo Fork.

More surprising than the natural vista of the
river is the surprising sight of a rustic lodge
perched on the steep hill above the Nimbo

Fork of the Tumut River, welcome to Nimbo

Fork Lodge, a totally unexpected surprise.

For years those passionate about chasing
the elusive trout have often had to base
themselves under canvas in the freezing
nights with icy cold skies above, fortifying
their spirits with some rum and a roaring

camp re.

Fishing lodges have a ne tradition in the USA
where the Rocky Mountains have long attract-
ed passionate trout anglers with charming
timber and stone buildings lled with warmth

and memories of shing forays past.
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Anyone who has ever read Richard Brauti-
gan’s Trout Fishing in America will relate to
the romance of Nimbo Fork, from the con-
stant burble of the river to the roaring log
re in the stone hearth, you could almost
be there with Brautigan as he casts his two
piece bamboo rod into an Idaho stream.

There is really nothing
like it anywhere in
Australia and it took a
huge amount of vision
and drive to bring Nimbo
Fork lodge from an
idea to reality. It was
the passion of one man
that created Nimbo Fork
Lodge, both his passion

for y- shing and his

passion for perfection.

Chris Fehon spent 30 years working the
nancial markets of the world with postings
in London, New York and Hong Kong, rising
to the role of Global Head of Commodities
with Citibank. His globe trotting lifestyle in
the frantic world of international banking
was a high-pressure existence that ensured

plenty of stress. As his relief valve Chris got
away from it all by y- shing. His postings
around the planet enabled him to indulge
his hobby at some of the world's great sh-

ing destinations.

After almost half a decade overseas Chris
decided to return home and started looking
for a quality y- shing base within driving
distance of Sydney where he could pursue
his y- shing dreams. He was sick of pack-
ing a passport and losing a day on a plane
but alas he found that very little existed here

to match the great lodges overseas.

One day, after shing in Tumut, Chris
stumbled upon a secluded valley between
Gundagai and Tumut. The shing and scen-
ery was so good Chris knew instantly this was
the place where he could pursue his pastime

away from the hustle and bustle of the city.

Chris’ original dream was to build a small

log cabin from which he could mount future
shing expeditions. However, the plan
quickly evolved and turned into a much more
ambitious project. From the small log cabin
the idea grew into the development of a y-

shing property to rival the world's best.

A kilometre of river frontage stretching
along the Nimbo Fork from its con uence
with the Tumut River was the basis of the
new lodge. The steep hillside was of little
use to the local farmer but afforded a mag-
ni cent view of the river and the rolling hills
and farmland to the west and with the icy
cold river owing across the rocks below the

hillside the site was ideal.

Having visited some of the world’s great
shing lodges and after years reading about
the great lodges of years gone by, Chris and
his wife Maureen set out to develop a truly
memorable shing experience.

It took three years of research, concept de-
velopment and detailed engineering before
construction of the 12 bedroom luxury lodge
got underway on the carefully chosen site.

The land was purchased in 1998 and after
eight years of hard work conceptualising,
building and developing, Chris’ vision of
the ultimate y- shing destination became
a reality in January 2007 with the of cial
opening of Nimbo Fork Lodge.

Nimbo Fork enjoys a formidable fresh water
system including the high country rivers

of the Snowy Mountains
and Lake Jindabyne, widely
regarded as having some of
the best conditions for fresh
water sh in Australia.

No expense has been spared
to ensure guests are provided
the very best in comfort and .
convenience. Cabins and
lodge rooms are equipped
with reverse-cycle air con-
ditioning, mini bar, coffee
making facilities, high-speed
internet access, latex-foam
mattresses with Egyptian
cotton bedding. The rooms
are tastefully nished with a
real old world charm, subtle

hues sit well with polished

or a little luxur

A new shing lodge proves you no longer have to rou

timber oors, the bright and roomy ensuite
bathrooms provide a real air of warmth and
comfort in winter while delivering a cool
haven from the heat in the summer months.
The cabins are equipped with individual gas

log replaces.

However building a luxury lodge was only
part of the plan. Chris and Maureen realized
that the shing had to be superlative and
the food, hospitality and wines would have
to be as good as any establishment in the
country.

“I've been lucky enough to have experienced
the best in the world and knew what was

needed to do it properly,” says Chris.

Nimbo Lodge boasts a wine list to rival most
ve-star restaurants while the food is of

“it when chasing the wily tout

an equally high standard and is prepared
by chefs who have returned to their home
town of Tumut after years studying and

working in Sydney and around the world.

The cuisine utilises the fabulous fresh produce
from the around the neighbouring Riverina

as well as South Coast seafood, local cheese
and fruit and superb beef and lamb.

However a weekend indulging in great

food and wine can be had at a myriad of
places, the thing that sets Nimbo apart is its
y- shing.

Never one to do things by halves Chris has
gone to great lengths to ensure the shing is
as good as anywhere in the world and lives
up to the standard set in the lodge by the
accommodation and food.

“If the shing was crook then
it would be dif cult to attract
the enthusiasts and certainly
to attract repeat business,”

says Chris.

For a y- sherman the
contest is the most important
element, man against shin
an exercise of wits, creating
an atmosphere that makes
the sh believe the lure land-
ing in the water is a scrump-
tious morsel ready for the
eating. The ght and getting
the sh to the net is the next
part of the contest and once
achieved the angler releases

the trout to swim again.
continued on page 20
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Nimbo is very conscious of the environment

and preserving things for the future

‘We are a catch and release lodge, prese-
ing our sh stocks are vital if we are to enjo
y- shing for years to come,” Chris says

Anyone who tuned into the Tom Gleisne
and Rob Sitch series A River Somewh

on the ABC will know that the trout can

be an elusive quarry particularly in a fa
owing mountain stream and they don’t
tend to give up their liberty easily. It can b
a disheartening and hard day in the wadel
if you're a novice and still learning the way
of the wily trout.

For a y- sherman
the contest is the
most important
element, man
against shin an
exercise of wits . . .

To help guests make sense of the vario
river systems Chris has recruited a team
expert shing guides, many with interne-
tional and national titles to their credit

In a bid to make the way easier for the b-
ginners and wean them onto the river Chri
has installed a series of man-made tro
ponds. These are perfect for novices vent-
ing into shing for the rst time, or experts
who'd like to experiment with different ies
before heading out into the river

They have even specially commissioned
shing drift boats — the rst of their kind
in NSW, which can be chartered for a ha

or full day of shing on the river.
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While the winters are cold and perfect fo
chasing trout as the rivers are open, shin
can continue in the ponds when the river
are closed in the warmer months. The su-
mers around Nimbo can be quite hot

a factor that is not always conducive t
trout swimming freely in shallow mar
made ponds. Underlining his attention tc
detail Chris has gone to the trouble an
expense of refrigerating the water owing
into the ponds to ensure contented trou

all year round

‘There is something very Aussie about ca-
ing in the warmth of a summer twilight be-
fore adjourning back to the lodge for a colc
beer and a game of billiards before dinne
and our guests really enjoy it,” says Chr

The main lodge is really the rallying poit
before dinner with a fully stocked bar anc
a wine cellar that would rival many Sydne
restaurants, boasting an impressive sel-

tion of vintage wine and ne spirits.

In winter the cosiness of the main lodg
with its large stone replaces roaring is jus
the sort of relaxing surrounds you nee
after a day battling the wily trout up to your
thighs in the river. In summer it is a cool t-
ven away from the heat where a cold beve
age and a chance to watch the sun set ov
the hills is an experience to be savoure

‘The goal was to build a unique resort tha
offers world-class y- shing along with
world class appointments and amenities,
says Chri

It has certainly been a labour of passion f(
Chris and Maureen Fehon but by any me-
sure it has to be said they have achiev
something really memorable at Nimbo Foi
and well and truly reached their goa

NIMBO FCRK LCDGE

330 NIMEO FROAD TUMUT NSW 272
PH: 02 6944 909¢
contact@nimboforklodge.com.al
www.nimboforklodge.com.au

Fly- shing is an ancient angling method,
best known as the way to catch trout and
salmon. Many credit the rst recorded use
of an arti cial y to the Roman Claudius Ae-
lianus near the end of the second century.

Modern y- shing is believed to have origi-
nated on the fast, rocky rivers of Scotland
and northern England. In modern times Er-
nest Hemingway did much to popularise y-
shing through his works including ~ The Sun
Also Rises

However it was the development of inex-
pensive berglass rods, synthetic y lines,
and mono lament leaders in the early 1950s

that revived the popularity of y- shing.

In recent years, interest in y-shing has
surged. Movies such as Robert Redford’s Im
A River Runs Through It , and shing shows
like A River Some Where have added to the
sport's popularity.

The y angler uses a rod longer and lighter
than those used for cast and spin shing. Fly
rods can be from 2 metres long in freshwater
to 4.5 metres long for two-handed shing
for salmon.

Dropping the y onto the water and its
subsequent movement on or beneath the
surface is one of y-shing’s most dif cult
aspects; the angler is attempting to cast in
such a way that the line lands smoothly on
the water and the y appears as natural as
possible.

If a sh strikes, the angler pulls in line while
raising the rod tip. This “sets” the hook in
the sh’'s mouth. The sh is played either by
hand, where the angler continues to hold
the y line in one hand to control the ten-
sion applied to the sh, or by reeling up any
slack in the line and then using the hand to
act as a drag on the reel.

Sounds easy doesn't it? Try it sometime!

It isn’t the glamour end of the trucking business but carting
landscape material brings in the paydirt for this Perth company

When you speak to most people abot
trucks the romantic vision of a line hat
truck all chrome and coloured stripes
hauling a B-Double set is the image th:
usually comes to mind. However in the dai
grind of business there is a vast array
trucks lling all sorts of roles on our road:

across the countn

In the boom town atmosphere of Perth mos
will tell you it has been pretty easy to mak
money in the past few years but that hasn
prevented one WA company from taking
more strategic view of its transport needs t

improve ef ciency and the bottom line.

Little Loads, a Perth based company h

changed the face of the landscaping supp
industry in the booming West Australial
capital thanks to the added payload an
compact, space ef cient package it ha
achieved by using UD MK175

Little Loads is a landscape supply busint

based in the eastern suburbs of Perth ar
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